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Secession 


Before and during the Civil War, 
Alamance County was a hotbed of 
militant Unionism and a cradle of 
resistance to secession and the 
Confederate cause. 


In March 1861, Alamance voted 
overwhelmingly against leaving the 
Union: 


1,114 against 
254 in favor 


The 3,445 people enslaved in 
Alamance, who made up one third of 
the county's population, were not 
allowed to vote. 










Enlistment 


The rate of enlistment in the 
Confederate Army for 
Alamance County in 1861 was 
only 23.6%. Tne rate for the 
entire war (1861-1865) was 
57.6%. The later increase was 
due to the hign number of 
men drafted after passage of 
tne 1862 Conscription Act - 

— they did not fight voluntarily 

| tor the Confederacy. 





















Conscription 


Rates of conscription into 
Confederate service were 
highest in the Quaker Belt, a 
nine county area in the 
North Carolina piedmont, 
with Alamance at Its core. In 
1863, there were 11,874 
Confederate conscripts in all 
of NC. Over 39% of these 
draftees came trom the 
Quaker Belt counties alone. 
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Resistance 


Alamance was at the center of the NC 
Quaker Belt. Most Quakers, Moravians and 
Wesleyans in this area held anti-slavery 
beliefs and many opposed secession and the 
Confederacy. 
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An organization called "Heroes of America" 
formed in 1861 in the Quaker Belt and was 
very active in Alamance during the War. 
Seeking to bring down the Confederacy, they’ = 
stockpiled arms & gunpowder for uprisings, | 
acted as spies, and organized guerrilla units 
in the area. 


The "Heroes of America" were also known as 
"Red Strings" for wearing a string on their 
lapel as a secret sign of membership. This 
underground group helped local Unionists, 
POWs and runaway enslaved persons 
escape the state. They also advocated for 
wealth redistribution from the planter class. 





"No more water... 


There was a strong 
Peace Movement In 
Alamance before and 
during the War. Large 
rallies were held in the 
area in 1864, advocating 
a return to the Union. 





the fire next time.’ 


In December 1863 
Confederate resisters In 
Alamance burned down a 
foundry, machine shops, 
and other buildings that 
were being used for the 
Confederate war effort. 
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Deserters & Draft Dodgers 


North Carolina had about 1/9th of the 
population of the CSA and supplied about 
1/oth of all Confederate troops, more than any 
other state. But NC also had the highest 
desertion rate: 22.9% (or 23,694 troops). This 
accounted for about 1/4th of all Confederate 
desertions. 


Desertion and draft dodging was very common 
in Alamance and the rest of the Quaker Belt. 
Many successful deserters and dodgers 
became local folk heroes for their creative 
forms of resistance. 


In 1863-1864 the Confederate Army 
established an outpost in Alamance for hunting 
deserters in the area (Camp Bethel near Snow 
Camp). Hunters stationed there harassed and 
attacked local families of alleged deserters. 


Actual Heroes 


Over one hundred Black men 
from Alamance joined the United 
States Colored Troops after 1863. 
Many of these men had been 
enslaved, but self-liberated and 
joined the Union cause to defeat 
the Confederacy. 





Wyatt Outlaw escaped in 1864, 
while "hired out" to build 
Confederate defenses In 
Petersburg, Va. He then enlisted 
in the 2nd Regiment of Cavalry, 
U.S. Colored Troops. Outlaw 
served aS a wagon driver in the 
ambulance corps, a dangerous 
frontline job that put him at risk 
of being captured and re- 
enslaved. 
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We recognize the land and sovereignty of 
Indigenous nations and support Native futures, 
locally and across the world. Alamance County sits 
on the traditional land of the Occaneechi, Shakori, 
Eno, Sappony and Sissipahaw peoples. The 
present-day tribal grounds and offices of the 
OBSN are located in Mebane, NC. 


To learn more about the OBSN, please visit: 
https://obsn.org 


We are in solidarity with all who are advancing 
racial justice in Alamance County. We support the 
work of Down Home North Carolina, an organizing 
project building power among working people in 
Small-town and rural NC. 


Please consider donating to Down Home's 
Alamance County Bail Fund: 
tinyurl.com/AlamanceBailFund 
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